Follow us on TikTok @fbc_carrizosprings & Instagram @fbccs_youthgroup

Dear Church Family,

Thank you for all your support and prayers for the ministry. We are seeing growth and
connections being made in our ministry and are eager to see what God does with that. We
thank you for all your support at the fundraiser this past month and are eager to have our
next fundraiser soon. There is still money needed for camp and there is still time to get it.
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Dear Church Family,

It's February, the month of Valentine’s Day. Men, this is your early warning!

We are having a Valentine’s Banquet on Saturday night Feb 10 at 6 pm. My good
friend pastor Dr Moises Rodriguez and his wife Abby will lead the program. | hope you
can come and | hope your marriage is happy. If you're still looking for love, | pray that
God will lead you to Mr Right or Ms Right. Remember, the Song of Solomon, a book
that celebrates attraction and love and love-making, is included in God’s Word. It's all-
right for the people of God to be thankful for love this month!

| was interested in a sports news event November 22, 2023. I'm not a Spurs fan. I'll pause for a moment
so you can recover. If I'm a basketball fan, it's the Mavericks for me. But | know lots of you are Spurs fans.
Greg Popovich made the news that night. Kawhi Leonard was back in town, playing for the Los Angeles
Clippers. Of course, you remember that Kawhi used to be a Spurs player. There was a big breakup in 2018
and Kawhi left town.

Now he was back and the San Antonio fans were booing him every chance they got. As Kawhi stepped
to the free throw line with 3:06 left in the 2nd period, the booing rose up again. Coach Popovich went to
the scorer’s table, asked for the announcer’s mike and said, “Excuse me for a second. Can we stop all the
booing and let these guys play? It’s got no class. It's not who we are. Knock off the booing.”

Opinions were varied. The booing might have been lessened. Pop looked kinda like a grumpy old man.
Lots of people posted their support of Pop’s little speech and lots of people scoffed at it.

I liked it. | didn't see it live, but the video is on YouTube. | liked it when | heard about it and I still like it
now. In case you haven't noticed, this is a world full of nay-saying, scoffing, arrogant, booing people. The
world of social media has made us much less social and much more argumentative and hateful. Anything
anyone does gets subjected to ridicule. All our heroes are booed now. Your kids are booed, maybe not with
that exact word, but with plenty of other negative words.

Workplaces are filled with negative talkers. Curse words flow freely. Coaches and athletes are booed and
heckled. Public discourse is negative right now. Talking heads on news channels speak words of fear and
condemnation about all the political leaders in the country. School board meetings devolve into shouting
matches. As a man who has preached for 40 years, with words as my medium, | particularly despise all the
yucky speech we are hearing.

So I'll agree with Coach Popovich. Let’s knock off the booing. As the people of God, we need to be the
positive speakers, the encouragers, those whose mouths are filled with laughter and joy. Paul put it this
way in his letter to the Colossian believers, “Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt...”

One small thing that will make a difference in your marriage, your home, your classroom, your work
place and in our community would be the positive, encouraging words of God’s holy people, given freely to
others with a hope of redeeming every situation.

I'll be back before you know it. Thanks for letting me have this time away.

Bro Jonathan
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